350-500 words (1-2 pages) for selected question within each Writing Assignment.
•	 Standard Essay Format: The faculty will be evaluating your work to see that you have used the
proper format. This includes standard essay format: introduction/body/conclusion. 
•	 Understanding the Course Content: The faculty will be evaluating your work to see that you
demonstrate an understanding of course content and that you are covering key concepts discussed
in the textbook. While you may certainly provide additional information from outside sources, you
must use the course textbook as your primary source of information.
•	 A Clear and Well-Developed Response: The faculty will be evaluating you on your ability to 
present a well-organized and developed response that is clear in its presentation of the course material.
•	 The Ability to Understand the Course Content: The faculty will be evaluating you on your ability
to examine, assess, evaluate, and/or analyze course content and key concepts. You will need to
demonstrate you can look at the course material in various ways and present your review in your
writing assignment.
•	 Good Presentation: The faculty will be evaluating your work to ensure you have the proper use of grammar, spelling, punctuation, citation style, etc.
References/Citations:
•	 Students must use APA style citations in their writing assignments. 
NO Plagiarism:
•	 Plagiarism is intentionally presenting the work of another as your own. This is a serious 
academic infraction. Do not simply copy and paste your answers from the Internet and do not copy your
answers from the textbook. All work must be free of any form of plagiarism. Writing assignment
responses must be paraphrased in your own words to explain and reflect the concepts and theories
presented in the textbook. Please keep any direct quotes from the text to a minimum and identify
them with the proper citation.  
Grading Criteria
1. On each page: Student Name, ID Number, Course Number, Course Title, and Unit Number.			
2. Responses typed, using a standard font, 12-point type size, double-spaced, with overall neatness and readability.			
3. Restatement of the question and question number (exactly as stated in the Study Guide).
Writing Assignment Evaluation
1. Student used standard essay format: Introduction/Body/Conclusion.					
2. Student demonstrated proper use of grammar, spelling, punctuation, citation style, etc.					
3. Student demonstrated an understanding of course content and key concepts, as discussed in the text.					
4. Student was able to examine, assess, evaluate, and/or analyze course content and key concepts.					
5. Student provided a clear and well-developed response to the question.
BCJ240 - PROCEDURES IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
Course Revision Date: 02/2021

Writing Assignment 1
Please choose one question below for the essay. You only need to select one question from the list below:
Analyze and describe the due process and the crime control perspectives.
What is the exclusionary rule and the arguments for and against it?
The Supreme Court has “created” the standard of justification known as “reasonable suspicion” for investigatory detentions. Should it have? Why or why not? Why was it established in the first place?
Writing Assignment 2
Please choose one question below for the essay. You only need to select one question from the list below:
Should wiretap or communication interception laws be relaxed in light of the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States? Elaborate on your answer.
The courts have ruled that valid consent searches justify a warrantless search with or without probable cause. Do you think third-party consent should be allowed in certain situations? Why or why not?
Examine the O'Connor v. Ortega case. Do you agree or disagree with the court's decision in this case? why or why not?
Writing Assignment 3
Please choose one question below for the essay. You only need to select one question from the list below:
Explain what the court considers “custody” for Miranda purposes.
Explain how the exclusionary rule is applied differently to identifications than other types of evidence and the relevant cases on the issue. Should there be a difference? Why or why not?
Identify and describe the Fifth Amendment issues regarding defense reciprocal discovery obligations.

Writing Assignment 4
Please choose one question below for the essay. You only need to select one question from the list below:
Why do you suppose grand juries operate in some states and not others? Should grand juries be the charging mechanism of choice across the country? Why or why not?
Compose arguments for and against plea bargaining.
Explain the guarantee against double jeopardy.
